CORRESPONDENCE

CONCERNING FRESH WATER MUSSELS

TO THE EDITOR


In your issue of May, 1930, I see a record of Anodonta cygnea (page 80) the writer of the notes refers to specimens-single valves-having been cast up in the rivers Byth and Wansbeck he also goes on to state that it is found chiefly in muddy rivers, and that its habitat in clear bottom strong rivers has yet to be found As he is interested, I may say that the late Professor Lebour drew my attention to this asiphonate lamellibranchiate mollusk in the river Rede some twenty five years ago I have since examined many dozens there, of pearls, but without result I understand, however, that Miss Lebour secured several good examples of pearls in that vicinity


The river Rede is fairly strongly flowing, and I should describe it as fairy clean gravelley bottm in most parts, but it varies As your correspondent is interested, I shall be pleased if he cares to communicate with me to tell him exactly where he might find these mollusks, in a particulary gravelly part of the stream, but as it is private property I dont care to mention the spot in print, though have no doubt the owner, if approached, would gladly give permission.


A small wooden box about 10 inches square, with no top and a piece of glass in the bottom is an excellent device for examination under water. The box should be about a foot deep. Larger would be better still but is cumbersome to carry

W. PERCY MAIL

Rocliff Lodge, Corbridge, Northumberland, 26th May, 1930

